The history of the following case is intended, first, to illustrate the importance in obstetric practice of obtaining an accurate internal measurement of the capacity of the pelvic brim in the higher degrees of its deformity; secondly, to direct attention to the imperfect nature of the means of making such measurement at present employed by obstetricians ; and thirdly, to afford an opportunity of bringing under your notice a method of measuring the true conjugate diameter of the pelvis directly, a method which suggested itself to me in contemplating the issue of the case to be detailed, and which I venture to think will prove a useful accessory to The child showed very faint signs of vitality after it was born, and respiration was never fully established. The size of its head was considerably above the average, as was shown by measurements made at the time. A plaster-cast of it, taken some hours after birth, and which I beg to submit for your inspection, gives a fair idea of the nature, though not of the degree, of distortion to which the head had been subjected in the process of its delivery. The vault of the cranium as a whole was elongated, flattened, and thrust to the left side, the side which lay anteriorly in the pelvis. The right parietal bone was driven inwards and bevelled off towards its summit, but was not indented, an impression being conveyed that the anterior parietal must have taken the lead of the posterior to a considerable degree during the descent. The portion of the scalp covering the posterior parietal bone was -much congested, but there was no abrasion on any part of it, nor fracture of the cranial bones. 
